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“Steve and I are proud RPA 
Board members, as well  
as supporters of Pacific 
Environment. We’ve both had 
the incredible experience of 
traveling in the Russian Far 
East, where PE supports  
brave and resourceful grantees. 
I got to know the organization 
through the Rockefeller Brothers 
Fund, and have befriended 
its leaders. PE has expanded 

into China as well, addressing 
environmental and community 
challenges in another country 
the Rockefeller family and 
affiliated organizations care 
about deeply. Please enjoy the 
article, learn more on  
www.pacificenvironmnent.org,  
and contact me at 
valeriewayne@gmail.com  
with any questions!” 
—Valerie Wayne

ABOVE 
For decades, the Trust for Mutual 

Understanding (TMU) has funded Pacif ic 

Environment ’s exchanges to bring together 

U.S. and Russian conservation exper ts 

and indigenous leaders—for collaboration 

on critical issues and, sometimes, to have 

fun! Photo by Olga Moskvina.
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San Francisco-based Pacific 
Environment has had an outsized  
impact on the environmental movement 
in Russia, China and elsewhere on the 
Pacific Rim. By leveraging the grassroots 
power of local organizations with the 
support of international philanthropists, 
Pacific Environment and its 
community partners have protected 
tens of thousands of acres of ancient 
forests; saved tigers, whales, and other 
endangered wildlife; closed polluting 
factories along rivers and lakes; and 
changed the way some of the world’s 
most powerful financial institutions 
operate. 

The organization first made its mark 
during the chaotic years after the 
collapse of the Soviet Union. The 
emerging post–Cold War economy 
opened up a huge swath of the planet’s 
life support system—the vast and 
biologically diverse wilds of the Russian 
Far East—to growing global demand to 

“harvest” its timber, oil and gas, minerals 
and salmon.

Pacific Environment seized the moment, 
sought out young, idealistic Russian 
leaders, trained them, and collaborated 
with them to build coalitions capable 
of standing in the way of the logging 
machines, oil rigs, dam builders and 
wildlife poachers. 

With a decade of catalytic support 
from Rockefeller Brothers Fund, and 
continuing support from the Trust for 
Mutual Understanding (TMU) and 
Rockefeller family members, Pacific 
Environment’s nurturing of and 
collaboration with grassroots leaders 
and organizations have profoundly 
shaped the modern-day environmental 
movement in the Russian East. Alex 
Levinson, Pacific Environment’s 
executive director, explains “To succeed 
in this tough work, you have to commit 
to a region and its people for the long 
term.”  

More recently, Pacific Environment 
has expanded its community-focused 
model into other Pacific Rim regions, 
including China. There, it is partnering 
with grassroots leaders to clean up the 
country’s devastating air and water 
pollution and make a difference on 
climate change. 

Pacific Environment has quietly built 
a movement that has protected some 
of the most stunning and ecologically 
important wild places on the planet, 
all the while helping community 
members learn how to push back against 
corrupt, unresponsive companies and 
governments. “Why is there such a 
strong environmental coalition in the 
Russian Far East and Siberia?” asks 
Mikhail Krendlin of Greenpeace-Russia. 

“Because of Pacific Environment.” 

ABOVE 
Salmon f ishing (by humans) is the 

backbone of Kamchatka’s economy. 

Pacif ic Environment par tners with 

indigenous leaders to combat industrial-

scale poaching. Photo by Igor Shpilenok.

BELOW 
Pacif ic Environment has also been 

suppor ting the environmental movement in 

China, mobilizing community par tners who 

have shut down scores of factories that 

were dumping untreated water into rivers. 

Much of the success comes from public 

education initiatives like this one in Gansu 

Province. Photo by Daniela Salaverry.


