
John Byrne Barry wrote his first book-length work in fifth grade at Kilmer School in Chicago, a 140-page treatise 

on dinosaurs. One dinosaur for each page. Lots of white space. He’s been writing ever since—magazine and 

newspaper stories, political comedy, strategic plans, advice columns (Question the Authority and the Lazy Organic 

Gardener). He’s even written for seed catalogs. He lives in Mill Valley, California, with his wife and family.

Barry’s first novel—Bones in the Wash: Politics is Tough. Family is Tougher—is set in New 

Mexico during the 2008 presidential campaign. Ambitious Albuquerque Mayor Tomas Zamara, 

charged with doing “whatever it takes” to deliver the state’s five electoral votes for John McCain, 

grapples with a fierce opponent, a volatile new woman, and a demanding family. Oh, and he’s a 

suspect in his wife’s murder.

One of those unusual novels where you end up talking about the characters as if you knew them well. Set 
during the 2008 presidential campaign in New Mexico, and complicated by the romance, rage, and lives of 
two fabulously dysfunctional families. A wonderful read.

—Bob Schildgen, author of Hey Mr. Green

Murder. Betrayal. Aluminum.

In Wasted, a “green noir” mystery set in the Berkeley recycling world, 

timid bookkeeper Brian Hunter, seeking to reinvent himself as a reporter, 

investigates the “recycling wars,” finds the body of his friend Doug crushed in 

an aluminum bale, and hunts down the murderer, all the while trying to win 

the heart of Barb, Doug’s former lover, now a suspect in his murder.

Recycling, once a gangly wide-eyed youth, all arms and legs, has grown up 

and now faces those pesky problems that come with adulthood, like making 

money. And the big garbage companies that once sneered at recycling, like 

Consolidated Scavenger, a.k.a. “Con,” now want to take over. But as Brian 

pitches his editor, “it’s not just about bottles and cans, it’s about transition—

from garbage to recycling, from the idealism of youth to the pragmatism 

of midlife. I’ve got strong career woman Barb Genessee, now working for 

the big multinational, squaring off against embittered former lover Doug 

Spaulding, working for the rabble-rousing do-gooders at Recycle Berkeley 

(Re-Be). One power struggle mirrors another, the personal is political and all 

that. At stake, a million-dollar-a-year contract, the city council majority, and 

according to Doug, the soul of Berkeley. Add sex and stir.”

Stir he does. And that’s before he discovers Doug’s body in the Re-Be yard, flies buzzing around a bale, a shoelace 

dangling.

But Wasted is not just another trashy mystery. Set in the gritty and malodorous world of garbage and recycling, it 

explores rich and resonant themes of reinvention, transition, and discarding that which no longer serves us. Part 

mystery, part love triangle, part midlife crisis, and part political satire, Wasted asks the age-old question: How do I 

act with truth and integrity, make the world a better place, and still get laid?
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